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Regional

Who is to blame for the high cost of college?
A frequent topic of conversation, from
families to politicians, is the issue of college cost. It is undeniable that the price
tag for attending college has outpaced
the rate of inflation in the last few years.
Conventional wisdom has it that the culprits are the institutions of higher education themselves.
State legislators and boards of trustees of
public institutions have complained about
such costs and have even taken measures to
reduce tuition and fee increases. But are the
colleges and universities really the ones to
blame for the problem? Not entirely.
Like any other societal problem, the issue
is extremely complex.
For one thing, most people do not realize
that what students pay for college is not the
real price of the education that they receive.
Virtually everyone pays only a fraction of the
real cost because of subsidies by federal or
state governments or by private donations.
This is what is called the discount rate:
the college’s aid dollars as a percentage of
tuition and fees. In other words, the bigger
the discount rate the more the cost of collage
is subsidized.
According to the National Association of
College and University Business Officers,
the average discount rate for full-time, firstyear students at private colleges is about 46
percent, while for public colleges it is less

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
than that. Another issue is that the increase
in public college tuition is largely the result
of less public investment in education, which
is largely a consequence of tax cuts promulgated under anti-tax populism by elected
officials.
The consequences of these policies are
many, from increasing debt among college graduates and the resulting widening
gap in society between the haves and have
not’s, to the serious effects on the quality of
higher education which deteriorates each
time classes are given over to less-expensive adjunct instructors who rarely engage
themselves in academic activities outside
the classroom. The physical infrastructures
of public university campuses are also at risk
of deteriorating.
In a book by Suzanne Mettler titled
“Degrees of Inequality,” she makes a convincing argument that contrary to conventional wisdom, college education does not
make better lives for low-income people, but
actually reinforces the economic disparities
among those who attend college. Unlike
some critics of higher education in the U.S.,
her arguments for this stem not from “liber-

al” politics, but from the dysfunction of the
federal government and the U.S. political
system in general.
From the time of Sputnik the U.S. has
lost its position of leadership to many other
countries in the percentage of people with a
bachelor’s degree. Further, despite increasing enrollment in institutions of higher education, there is a bigger inequality in the
proportion of people who graduate based
on where they fall in the income spectrum.
And this is something that every institution
(particularly public ones) should be concerned about not only because most of their
students are in the low-income spectrum,
but also because more and more states are
linking financial support to graduation rates.
To make things worse, people in the higher income brackets receive more financial
assistance in tax dollars than the ones at
the bottom. For the 20 percent at the top of
the income spectrum the cost of attending a
public college has increased by 6 to 9 percent
of the total family income from 1971 to 2011.
Yet, for the 20 percent at the bottom the cost
of public education has gone from 42 to 114
percent of the family income during the
same period. No wonder so many students
in public universities drop out not necessarily because of academic issues but because
they need to go back to the job market just
to survive. And this situation exists despite

the fact that tuition for in-state residents is
heavily subsidized.
Interestingly enough, the for-profit institutions of higher education are the ones
that benefit the most from this financial
structure. Their students are the ones taking
more loans than anybody: $33,000 of median
debt vs. $22,000 at public institutions and
$18,000 at private, non-profit ones. This,
together with differential graduation rates,
is probably the strongest data supporting
the contention that higher education in this
country – instead of serving as an equalizer
– emphasizes economic inequalities.
Pell grants, designed to help low-income
students, have gone from covering 80 percent of college costs in the 1970s to just 31
percent at the present time. The benefits
of the grant are simply being outpaced by
increasing college costs.
The end result is that public universities
have adopted more and more the business
model of private ones (where tuition revenue is the main source of income), leading
them to become more and more privatized
in reality.
Yet, the bottom line is that the loosening
of regulations has allowed for-profit colleges
to be, in fact, subsidized by federal dollars.
These for-profits that enroll about 10 percent of higher education students use about
25 percent of federal student aid. Mettler

asserts that for-profit institutions have been
extremely successful by making campaign
contributions and by lobbying politicians
to allow them to profit from federal policies. The very introduction of her book
shows how even in the highly polarized U.S.
Congress of today, somehow these for-profit
enterprises are able to obtain bipartisan support for measures that help them to be even
more profitable.
It is a clear and sad conclusion that any
solutions to these problems go well beyond
what most colleges and universities can do.
Yet, the book gives us pause when thinking
about a merit-based financial aid versus
one based upon need. Certainly one of the
factors leading colleges and universities to
offer financial aid to good performing students, even those who don’t need it, comes
from external factors such as the “U.S. News
& World Report” rankings. They know that
better-prepared students are more likely to
graduate on time, which, in turn, improves
the schools’ national rankings. Higher rankings translate into higher prestige and serves
to attract more and better students in the
highly competitive race for students.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and
college professor with leadership experience in
higher education. He can be contacted through
his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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Like other tourism fund requests, half of the funds will be presented up
front with the remaining half to be distributed after accounting is completed.
A motion and second were made and the request was approved.
In other business, the council approved an engineering services agreement
with Crawford, Murphy and Tilly for the Booster Station Number 1 ground
storage pump replacement project in the amount of $120,790.
The pumps, piping and storage tanks do not meet the city's current water
distribution needs.
According to a document from the city's public works department, the
current tanks and pumps are beyond their expected service life.
Scope of the work includes the design, permitting and cost estimation for
the removal of existing ground water storage tank and replacing it with a
1-million gallon ground tank, removal of existing water booster pumps and
replacing them with new pumps, piping and electrical system modifications
and construction of a new loading dock.
A motion and second were made and approved.
Finally, the council approved an engineering agreement for the South
Buchanan Street improvement project with Crawford, Murphy and Tilly in
the amount of $171,785.
Public Services Chair Jeanette Mallon told the council the project will be
completed in two phases and engineering fees will be coming out of Tax
Increment Financing District 2.
The proposed project includes roadway reconstruction, drainage improvements and sidewalk and accessible ramp reconstruction on South Buchanan
from East Vandalia to the entrance of Market Basket.
Alderman Craig Louer asked if this would result in any road closures.
Public Works Director Eric Williams said what is being proposed is a staged
construction and there will be lane restrictions.
"There will be a lot of coordination with the businesses in order to maintain
access to the businesses," Eric Williams said.
A motion and second were made and the engineering services agreement
was approved.

FISHING
Verheyen said that parents stay to help out with the lessons. “With the
lake and hooks flying around, it’s definitely a good idea to have parents
there,” she said.
The Leclaire Lake Fishing Derby will be held on Saturday, June 27.
Children up to age 15 can bring their own fishing pole and bait and
compete in the derby. Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. by the gazebo
in Leclaire Park. At 10, a representative from the IDNR will give a short
presentation on fishing safety and fishing tips, and then at 10:15 the fishing will begin. Kids will have an hour and a half to catch as many fish as
possible. At 11:45, fishing stops and prizes will be awarded.
“The fishing derby has been going on for years,” Verheyen said. “The
Parks Department has been doing it for 15 or 20 years.”
The derby is sponsored by Walgreens and Sonic. BJs Printables is
donating trophies. The first 50 participants at the derby will receive a
goodie bag with information on fishing in Illinois, a bobber and other
fishing items. Sonic will provide free Cherry Limeades to participants.
“Usually for the fishing derby, we have anywhere from 50 to a hundred kids,” Verheyen said. “Obviously, weather will pay a part, and
we’re hoping for great weather.”
Children do not have to take the classes to participate in the derby. For
more information, call the Parks Department at 618/692-7538 or visit the
website.

Continued from Page 1
Right now, the main issue is figuring out who owns the road and how
residents can maintain access to the
building during the construction.
There will be a meeting to discuss
the issues surrounding the clubhouse on Monday, June 22, at 7 p.m.
in Village Hall.
During the meeting, the board
also announced the Yard of the
Month winners as Thomas and
Linda Collmann.
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"I got a phone call from somebody
whose mom was a fan and he wanted me to sing 'Happy Birthday' to
her for $20," Davis said.
That performance led to others
and Davis was making a hundred
or so dollars a week while in college
appearing as Elvis.
Tickets for this patriotic concert

Pizza prowl
Peel Wood Fired Pizza took first place overall in the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Pizza Prowl held on Saturday, May 16. Participants
purchased tickets, went around to 15 area restaurants, sampled pizza, and submitted their votes for the best offerings. Peel
received the most votes in the “taste” and “ingredients” categories. Dewey’s Pizza, who took second place, received the most
votes in the “crust” category. The Pizza Prowl benefited A Hero’s Impact, a Glen Carbon nonprofit that gives hope and agency
to hospitalized children, and other local charities. Immediately following the Prowl was a live auction from Maynard Auction
Service. Pictured from left, Event Coordinator Shonda Justice, Edwardsville Community Development Director Walt Williams,
Peel Co-owner Patrick Thirion, Peel General Manager Shane Overton, and Peel Kitchen Manager Michael Conway.

Girl runs to battle against disease
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The board also announced the
Madison County Government
Planning and Development Party
denied the Sustainability Grant.
Officials with the Party said in a
letter to the board they “received
numerous requests and are unable
to fund every project requesting
support.”
Republic Services also reported
trash pickup for Maryville was 212
tons, recycling was 53 tons and yard
waste was 35 tons.
The board also approved to place
Children’s Cancer Awareness banners along Route 159 and West
Main Street during the month of
September.
start at $20 for reserved seating and
can be purchased online at www.
wildeytheatre.com.
The Wildey Theatre is located at
252 North Main Street in Downtown
Edwardsville, Illinois. For more
information about this event, contact
the Wildey Theatre at 618-307-1750.
J.F. Electric is sponsoring this
event.
All proceeds from “Memories of
Elvis” Salute to America will benefit
the Wildey Theatre, a city-owned
community performing arts theater
in downtown Edwardsville.

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. (AP) — The
young girl who may have passed
you while running on Constitution
Trail is exercising to help save her
body.
So far, she's winning.
Hannah McLaughlin, 10, of
Bloomington, has a rare inflammatory disease called juvenile dermatomyositis. Within weeks, it turned her
from an active 8-year-old gymnast to
a girl with rashes and rapid muscle
loss who no longer had strength to
climb into her family minivan.
But her parents, pediatrician and
new rheumatologist moved quickly
to get Hannah on appropriate medication. And as soon as Hannah got
the green light to exercise, she began
walking to prevent muscle wasting
and stiffness.
The fatigued girl who in March
2014 couldn't walk on a treadmill for
more than a few minutes has since
completed two half marathons, a
10-kilometer race and a 12-kilometer
race.
Next year, she hopes to set a
world-record time for a half marathon for an 11-year-old girl.
More importantly, she hopes to
beat JDM by pushing it into remission.
"I am amazed at how well she
has progressed," said her father, Jon
McLaughlin.
Even her rheumatologist, Dr.
Mark Getz of OSF Medical Group in
Peoria, is impressed.
"She has done well," Getz said last
week. "She has an excellent attitude
and has handled this (challenge)
with great courage."
Hannah's health was fine until
August 2013.
"She was a very active little girl,"
said her mother, Melissa. She loved
running around and doing cartwheels, took a gymnastics class and
played soccer.
In August 2013, Hannah noticed
a rash on her elbows, which her
parents thought was poison ivy.
Later, rashes appeared on her knees,
knuckles and face.
In the fall, she began to get weaker.
She tired more easily after bike rides.
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Hannah McLaughlin, 10, of Bloomington, Ill., runs near her
home as part of her treatment after being diagnosed with juvenile dermatomyositis (JDM) in the fall of 2013.
"In gymnastics class, I couldn't
do basic things," Hannah recalled.
During one class, she began to cry.

"She was sobbing and said 'I don't
know what's wrong with my body,'"
her mother recalled.

In one physical education class,
she fell and hit her head because
she couldn't raise her arms to catch
herself.
"I was kinda scared," Hannah
admitted.
During October, she had trouble
climbing up stairs, into her bunk
bed and into the family minivan and
even had trouble putting on shirts.
"The muscle loss was rapid in
October," her father said.
"It was really scary," Melissa said.
"Hannah always had been a vibrant
little girl. Suddenly, things were so
wrong. It was heart-breaking."
The McLaughlins took Hannah to
her pediatrician.
"To her credit, she was quick to
say 'I haven't seen anything like this
before' and she called Getz," Jon said.
On Nov. 3, 2013, Hannah met with
Getz, who observed her rashes and
muscle weakness. A blood test confirmed that enzymes from inflamed
muscles were elevated and an MRI
detected muscle inflammation and
swelling.
His diagnosis was juvenile dermatomyositis, a rare inflammatory disease of unknown cause that affects
about three in one million children
a year.
"We see two to three new patients
a year," Getz said.
Hannah's parents were relieved to
have a diagnosis.
"How well kids do depends on
how quickly they get in and how
quickly they get on Prednisone,"
Getz said. Prednisone is a corticosteroid that suppresses the immune
system, reducing skin and muscle
inflammation and improving muscle
strength and function.
Getz prescribed a high dose of
Prednisone and also Methotrexate
to decrease pain and swelling and
damage to joints.
"The medicines helped tremendously," Melissa said. By March 2014,
her energy was returning and Getz
cleared her to resume exercise to
build back her muscles.
Hannah began with walking a few
minutes a day on their home treadmill.

